Johann Bernard Klitz
Anna Maria Wernsing

Town Crest of Schéppingen

Bernard, eldest son of Christopher and Mar-
garet, inherited the Klitz plot of land on the
Schulze-Sievert farm as was the custom of
the day.

He and Maria raised five children (four fto
adulthood) on the farm, continuing a lifestyle
of subsistence farming, working for the
Schultze-Sievert family, and supplementary
clothmaking.

Bernard and Maria raised their family through
some of the most tumultuous times in the area
as the wars of the French Revolution (1789)
and the subsequent Napoleonic Wars (1800-
1815) enveloped the region.

Detail of the Ceiling of St. Brictius Church, Schoppingen,
with the Face of Jesus in the center, and an image of St
Brictius below.

The social structure of Westphalia was a system that
developed over hundreds of years. As with many so-
cieties, ownership of land (or lack thereof) dictated
ohe's position in society.

The Westphalian landed social structure was divided
into the following groups:
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Family Tree of Bernard Klitz
and Maria Wernsing

Map of Central Europe, 1779
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A Celebration for the Ages



